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 Farewell to a Friend:  

Fr. Nilema heading home after 24 years of service 

 Worldwide Seminarian Support Co-Founder Fr. Nicholas Nilema, affectionately called “Fr. Nick” by all who 

know him, is returning home to Tanzania. His departure marks the end of a chapter for Worldwide Seminarian Sup-

port.  Fr. Nick was one of  the pivotal figures in the creation and growth of WSS. In this commemorative newsletter, 

Fr. Nick and several key clergy will be recognized, while being ever mindful of the hundreds of Benefactors who 

have contributed during the past 24 years to help change the world, one priest at a time. 

NEW WSS pictures on 

Hello Friends, 
 
 We come to you in this letter rejoicing in the accomplishments of 
Worldwide Seminarian Support. Ever mindful that these accomplishments 
are yours,  building upon  the inspiration and perspiration of founders Fr. 
Nick and John Becker. Your support has made possible dozens of voca-

tions  with thousands of sacraments provided by those 
priestly vocations over the last 24 years. 
 As you know, in these times, with Catholics under 
assault around the world, we desperately need more 
priests. When you help WSS we are able to bring sea-
soned priests to dioceses in the USA and worldwide to min-
ister to our needs and secure the faith. 
 The need has never been greater, the timing more 
urgent. Please consider offering a gift today. 
Thank you for your support, 
Jason Turk, Chairman for Worldwide Seminarian Support 

2 Newly Ordained ALCP Priests 

These two men were ordained in July from the 
ALCP African Province. On the right is Fr. Lau-

rent Lukubo and on the left is Fr. Kanuti Shabani 
Kawau. 

Thank you for enabling their  

ordination! 
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      It is an amazing blessing that 
Worldwide Seminarian Support Bene-
factors have had our Co-Founder Fr. 
Nicholas Nilema here in the Portland 
Archdiocese of Oregon for 24 years!  It 
is also a sadness to see him return to 
Tanania permanently 
      Fr. Nick for all this time has provid-
ed us spiritual direction and the Holy 
Sacraments amid his active service 
work as pastor of his own parish.  Fr. 
Nick’s charisma was what inspired my 
family and other Catholics to seek out 
the gift of putting our “Faith in Action” 
by funding seminarians of the Apostolic 
Life Community of Priests in East Afri-
ca and India.    
     It all started with the introduction- 
prompted by Father Urbanski, Pastor 
at St. Therese Church in Portland, Ore-
gon-  of Fr. Nick to myself and my fam-
ily during the summer of 1992. and we 
developed a friendship with Fr. Nick 
that fostered the founding of Worldwide 
Seminarian Support (WSS).  

     Fr. Nick told us that in one instance 
the ALCP had 200 men interested in 
seminary, but they could only admit 10 
men due to the lack of funding. 
     That is when my family and I under-
took the life-long journey to ask other 
faithful Catholics to fund these semi-
narians who lack the funds to  become 
much needed priests. Since learning 
the situation of funding for seminarians 
abroad, WSS has funded  62 seminari-
ans (now  Priests),  assisted in building 
a Seminary in Morogoro (Tanzania), a 
well, and two schools for children in 
Tanzania. 
     However one of my most cherished 
gifts from the creation of WSS, is time 
spent with Fr. Nick. I believe I can 
speak that for each one of us who has 
been blessed with knowing Fr. Nick, 
attending his Masses, seeing his fa-
mous smile and personality: we know 
how special he is. For years  I won-
dered how long the U.S. would have 
this gifted priest, always aware that he 

is part of a  missionary order. In the 
past 24 years,Fr. Nick became part of 
the fabric of WSS, and more important-
ly, his parish  community and our fami-
lies. 
      Fr. Nick’ legacy will be honored 
and cherished since WSS remains 
faithful to the call of funding more fu-
ture priests. Please remember to thank 
God for Fr. Nick and all the ALCP 
priests and seminarians that the Holy 
Spirit brings WSS.  
     All the WSS Benefactors are 
blessed by funding seminarians, know-
ing that the gift of more priests  will 
provide the world access to God’s 
grace in the sacraments of the Holy 
Catholic Church.  
     Thank you, Fr. Nick for beginning 
this spiritual journey for us all. 
 
       Sincerely, 
John Becker, Jr. 
President & Co-Founder of WSS 

Fr. Nick Nilema, Fr. Dan Scheidt, Bishop Mlola, Dennis Fech, and  John Becker, Jr. 

 NEW Fundraising opportunity with Jerry Usher & Third Millennium Media 

Jerry Usher, Catholic Radio 
Personality and Owner of 
and Third Millenium Media 

Jerry Usher, WSS Board member and Catholic Radio personality, has invited WSS to partner 
with his company, Third Millennium Media, to offer donors an exciting new way of growing in 
their faith and supporting Seminarians.  
 “The One Faith Experience” is a DVD set produced by Third Millennium Media with 6 famous 
Catholic speakers sharing the truth and beauty of the faith. Speakers include: Fr. Larry Rich-
ards, Adam Blai, Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Teresa Tomeo, Hector Molina, and Tim Sta-
ples .  
 By ordering with an exclusive WSS promo code, WSS2016, you can get 25% off the price of 
this amazing DVD set and also give 50% of your purchase price directly back to support semi-
narians through WSS.  
 It is a blessing for you and for vocations! DVDS can be purchased at: 
https://squareup.com/store/onefaith-dvd/item/dvd-set-onefaith-experience  
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From Left to Right:  Fr. Nick Nilema, Bishop Joseph Mlola, and Fr. Mark Mlay 

Bishop  

Joseph Mlola 
     As a seminarian for the Apostolic Life 
Community of Priests, Joseph Mlola was 
one of the first to have his education funded 
by WSS. He was ordained a Priest 
(ordained 7/12/1997) and  in July of 2014 
he was made Bishop of the Diocese of Kig-
oma, Tanzania 
by Pope Fran-
cis.  
     Bishop Mlo-
la and Fr. Nick 
recently visited 
Fort Wayne on 
a Gratitude 
Tour of the 
United States, 
thanking bene-
factors and 
bringing news 
of the challeng-
es faced in the 
Diocese of Kig-
oma. Bishop 
Mlola spoke of the need for a Diagnostic 
Center/Pharmacy building to properly store 
medications and protect them from heat. 
WSS is  helping to find people to oversee 
the fundraising for the pharmacy.  
     The recent influx of refugees into Tanza-
nia,  fleeing war-torn areas in surrounding 
countries, has greatly exacerbated a difficult 
situation. The compassion and generosity 
of the Body of Christ is needed to face 
these ever changing challenges. 
     For more information about the diocese 
of Kigoma please visit: http://
www.diocesekigoma.org/home.html 

Bp. Mlola celebrating Mass at 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

     Fr. Mark Mlay, the sec-

ond  ALCP priest to serve  in 

Florida, arrived in September, 

2002. Fr. Mark served at  Our 

Lady Queen of the Apostles 

Parish in Royal Palm Beach, 

Florida.                       He has 

led the way for 5 additional 

ALCP priests to come to Flor-

ida. When Bishop O’Malley 

(now Cardinal O’Malley of 

Boston) saw the great work 

being done by the two ALCP 

Priests assigned to Florida,

( Fr. Mark and Fr. Benedict at 

St. Joseph Parish in Stuart) 

His Excellency Bishop O’Mal-

ley asked for more ALCP 

priests to be sent to the Dio-

cese of Palm Beach. Now 

there are 5 ALCP priests in 

the diocese of Palm Beach  

bestowing the sacraments 

and teaching the faith.   

      Fr. Mark has been work-

ing in Palm Beach Diocese 

for 14 years, while still caring 

about the needs of his the 

suffering people at home in 

Tanzania. Fr. Mark is a hard 

working, dedicated Priest, 

filled with the Holy Spirit. So 

with broad support from lay 

Catholics in South Florida, Fr. 

Mlay founded a religious 

community of Sisters-- the 

Adorer Missionary Sisters of 

the Poor-- to care for orphans 

of AIDS victims in Africa,. Fr. 

Mark  was recently moved 

from St Peter Parish in Jupi-

ter to St. Clare Parish in 

North Palm Beach.  WSS 

Board was blessed that he 

attended our 2016 Annual 

Board meeting in April at 

St.Mary Hospital in North 

Palm Beach, along with Fr. 

Nick and Bishop Joseph. 

For more information about 

the Sisters and assisting the 

AIDs orphans please visit: 

www.adorermissionarysisters

ofthepoor.org or email Fr. 

Mlay at mark-

mlay@yahoo.com  

Fr. Mark Mlay 



A big thank you to Fort Wayne Indiana Worthy Knights Bernie Konger 
and Kent Whiting at Offset 1 Printing Services for donating the printing of 

this newsletter and the commemorative photo! Please support them! 
(260)456-8828 - www.Offset1.com 
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Fr. Nick Nilema 

In 1992, Fr. Nicholas Nilema (along 
with Fr. Nicolaus Marandu) came to 
Oregon as a Missionary priests from 
the Apostolic Life Community of 
Priests(ALCP). It was Archbishop 
William Levada who first invited the 
ALCP priests to come to Oregon in the 
early 1990s.  (His Eminence is now a 
retired Cardinal who has since served in 
Rome as Prefect for the Congregation 
of the Faith!)  During the brief time 
(1992-93) Fr. Nick Nilema was serv-
ing  at St. Therese Parish in Portland, 
Oregon, he and former St. Therese Pa-
rishioner, John Becker, Jr.co-founded 
Worldwide Seminarian Support 
(WSS).  Fr. Nick’s  zeal and appeal 
played  a pivotal role in making it hap-
pen, and from 1992 onward, many of Fr. 
Nick’s fellow ALCP Priests served in the 
Portland Archdiocese and throughout 
the United States with a hearty vigor, 
bringing their missionary charism to 
everywhere they served.   

Then, Fr. Nick was installed as the 
Pastor of Our Lady of Victory Parish 
in Seaside, Oregon. During his time as 
Pastor, Nilema successfully led his pa-
rishioners in raising funds for a new 
church building to accommodate the vi-
brant Catholic community in Seaside. A 
new rectory was also purchased. This 
capital campaign was a success despite 
the 2008 economic downturn, and the 
bankruptcy of the Archdiocese of Port-
land.   

Fr. Nick became a very important 
component of the Seaside communi-
ty. He was active in serving people at 
hospitals, local nursing homes, and care 
centers according to the Catholic Senti-
nel. Nilema also has been recognized 
over the years by the local Catholic 
news media in Oregon because of his 
work to facilitate communion in the uni-
versal church via a sister parish in the 
village of Mango, Tanzania.  He has led 
the way in creating strong friendships 
that traverse countries and transcend 
continents, helping to strengthen the 
web of faith that binds peoples to one 
another.  Moreover, Nilema has guided 
WSS and aided many others in coming 
to know Christ. 

WSS has been blessed with Fr. 
Nick’s leadership and spiritual guid-
ance. He has attended most of our 
Annual Board meetings, regardless of 
location, with meetings being held in In-
diana, Florida, Idaho and Oregon over 
the last 23 years. It was Fr. Nick who 
prompted the board to select “Our Lady 
of Good Remedy” as the WSS patron-
ess. He said it is important to ask Our 
Lady for assistance in raising financial 
support for seminarians. WSS Board 
members pray the Our Lady of Good 
Remedy Novena at every monthly 
board meeting.  
 
Please keep  Fr. Nick in your prayers as 
he returns home to Tanzania this fall.  

UPDATES on other 

Communities 

Franciscan Brothers 
Minor 

      After a successful year 
of seminary, with 5 Friars 
studying for the priesthood, 
the Friars have decided to 
seek out new educational 
opportunities beyond Holy 
Cross College. They  are 
taking a year off studies so 
to pay off the remaining 
debt.   
     Meanwhile their com-
munity is rapidly expanding 
with  16 men joining the 
Brothers Minor this past 
August. 
To learn more about their 
community please visit 
their website: http://
www.franciscanfriarsminor.
com 
 

Nigerian Seminarians 
     WSS has been support-
ing seminarians in the Dio-
cese of Nnewi, Nigeria for 
several years. Currently, 
there are three seminari-
ans WSS has to pledged to 
support: Micheal  Okodo, 
Christian IIechukwu, and 
Damian Okonkwo.  Thus to 
cover this year of schooling 
$9000 is needed. 
 
To learn more about their 
diocese please visit: 
nnewidiocese.org 


